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INTRODUCTION 


This volume is the third pregnancy report for North Carolina. The data of this report include reported induced 
abortions, live births, and fetal deaths. The sum of these events represents total reported pregnancies. 


The following section uses tables, graphs, maps, and narrative to examine statewide trends and patterns in 
pregnancy, live birth, abortion, and fetal death. Subsequent sections of this report examine selected characteristics 
of abortions, live births, and fetal deaths with emphasis on abortions since they are not elsewhere reported. Finally, 
for the state, regions, and 100 counties, one-page tables summarize resident abortions, live births, fetal deaths and 
total pregnancies by race and age for total and unmarried women. These tables, which have been produced, but not 
published, formany years, are frequently requested. This is the majorimpetus for publishing the present report, rather 
than the abortion report published prior to data year 1989. 


Users should note a change in the case of newbom’s race. For 1989 and prior years, race of child was based on 
race of mother and race of the father (when known): A child was ascribed the darker of the two races. Beginning in 
1990, race of the child is taken to be that of the mother regardless of race of father. This change serves to reduce the 
number of nonwhite births and fetal deaths and increase the number of white events. Users should be aware of this 
change when assessing trends before and after 1990. In 1990, the change resulted in 3.5 percent fewer live births and 
2.0 percent fewer fetal deaths being coded nonwhite. 


Throughout this report, data year 1981 is used as the base to reflect changes during the past decade. Beginning in 
1978, abortion providers voluntarily reported detailed characteristics on nearly all of their procedures. Corresponding 
data for earlier years were obtained from a sample and may not be representative. 


Hospitals and clinics in North Carolina reported detailed information on an estimated 97 percent of all abortions 
performed in 1991. For those facilities not reporting 100 percent, the characteristics data have been expanded in a 
random manner to agree with each facility’s total number of abortions. These adjustments should not seriously bias 
the results. For live births and fetal deaths, reporting of the events is believed to be virtually 100 percent, although 
the variables include a number of unknown or not stated values. 


For the maps of this report, a clustering routine from the Statistical Analysis System (SAS) was used to group 
counties that are “most like each other” with respect to the statistic being examined. This procedure may result in 
very large or very small groups, depending on how the counties differ from one another. 


It is hoped that this report will serve many of the data needs of those individuals and agencies delivering and/or 
planning health services for the childbearing population of the state. Users’ comments are always welcomed. You 
may contact this office at (919) 733-4728, or address correspondence to: 


State Center for Health and Environmental Statistics 
Department of Environment, Health, and Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 29538 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27626-0538 
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TRENDS AND PATTERNS IN PREGNANCY, LIVE BIRTH, 
ABORTION, AND FETAL DEATH 


North Carolina’s total resident pregnancy rate (pregnancies per 1,000 females ages 15-44) declined in 1983, 
stabilized over the next three years, rose in each year 1987-1990 and declined in 1991 (see below). The increase 


between 1987 and 1990 involved both races, especially nonwhites whose rate increase began in 1986 and exceeded 
six percent in 1988 alone. 


Live births are the greatest contributor to total pregnancies, so it is not surprising that the state’s fertility rate (live 
births per 1,000 females ages 15-44) has followed the same course as the pregnancy rate. Again, the nonwhite increase 
began earlier and exceeded that for whites. The nonwhite rate rose 13 percent between 1984 and 1991 while the white 
rate rose less than eight percent during that period. The increase occurred in most age groups, but was more marked 
in women over30. Recenttrends toward unmarried and/or delayed childbearing may be contributing factors. It should 
be expected that both white and nonwhite fertility has peaked, or will soon as the “baby boom” moves past the prime 
childbearing years. However, no one can predict such confounding effects as new methods of birth control and the 
return of troops from the Middle East. The latter is known to have resulted in increased childbearing during late 1991, 
although the number and rate of live births for 1991 were below 1990 levels. 


PREGNANCY RATES BY RACE FERTILITY RATES BY RACE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1981 — 1991 NORTH CAROLINA. 1981 — 1991 
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Following a period of relative stability, the state’s abortion rate (abortions per 1,000 females ages 15-44) spiked 
in 1984, declined for two years, then rose for two years, and declined again in 1989-1991. The nonwhite rate rose 


8.5 percent in 1988 to an all-time high, declined in 1989-1990 and rose again in 1991. The white rate has declined 
Steadily since 1988. 


y 
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The statewide abortion fraction (abortions per 1,000 pregnancies) and the abortion rate are highly correlated. The 
fraction, like the rate, spiked in 1984, increased slightly between 1985 and 1988, and then declined in 1989 and 1990 
before rising slightly in 1991. 


In considering recent changes in abortion and fertility measures, especially those for nonwhites, one should be 
aware of changesinthe numberof state-funded abortions. In July 1985, the North Carolina General Assembly enacted 
legislation tightening the qualifications for those abortions, and the number paid for by state funds then dropped 58 
percent in FY-1986 to less than 3,000 procedures. The following year, in FY-1987, the number rebounded to more 
than 4,000 procedures. In FY-1990, however, the State Abortion Fund received less than half its former 
appropriation, and the number of procedures dropped to under 2,000. During the first 10 months of FY-1992, a total 
of 2,322 procedures were funded. Changes in the statewide number and rate of abortions almost certainly reflect these 
changes in accessibility for poor women. Abortion opportunities and utilization, of course, also impact on fertility 
and probably fetal death as well. 


ABORTION RATES BY RACE ABORTION FRACTIONS BY RACE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1981 — 1991 NORTH CAROLINA, 1981 — 1991 
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FETAL DEATH RATES BY RACE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1981 — 1991 


The final component of total reported pregnancies is 
the relatively small number of fetal deaths (reported 
stillbirths of 20 or more weeks gestation). The state’s 
fetal death rate (fetal deaths per 1,000 deliveries) de- 
clined steadily between 1981 and 1985, but with no 
improvement since. The white rate declined during most 
of the past decade but rose in 1991. The nonwhite rate 
fell in 1991 to about the same level as in 1986. Reduced 
accessibility of abortion to poor (high-risk) women may 
be a contributing factor. 


For each year 1981-1991, the total and race- specific 
measures discussed above are given in the following 
table. Pregnancy and abortion rates for 1981-1983 are 
not the same as published in some previous abortion 
reports due to more recent use of updated population 
estimates. In almost all cases, the updated rates are lower 
than the rates previously published. 


Fetal Deaths Per 1,000 Live Births Plus Fetal Deaths 
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Pregnancy Rates, Fertility Rates, Abortion Rates, 
Abortion Fractions and Fetal Death Rates: 
North Carolina Residents, 1981-1991 


1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 

Pregnancy Rate 
TOTAL 80.9 81.3 80.2 81.7 81.8 808 83.2 86.1 
WHITE 7108 927 .. 723° 73.7" “743. “723 “744-139 
NONWHITE 106.0 104.6 101.1 103.0 101.1 103.3 106.8 113.5 


Fertility Rate 
TOTAL 59,1/559:9 “S77 58. 39.6 589 60:5 624 
WHITE 53:8 545 53.3 543° 56:1 “545 56.0 -57.3 
NONWHITE 74.8 754 70.2 69.0 69.3 71.4 73.0 76.7 


Abortion Rate 
TOTAL 21:2 20:8 219 231 Dey 2a 222 23.1 
WHITE —_—i17.6 le ay 18.6 18.9 17.8 17:5 17.9 18.2 
NONWHITE — 30.1 28.2; 29:9 333 309 ~ 310 329 357 


Abortion Fraction 
TOTAL 274.7 268.2 273.6 2824 264.8 265.2 267.0 268.2 
WHITE 258.6 256.6 257.1 257.0 240.0 241.7 241.2 240.2 
279.9 


NONWHITE 295.5 279.9 295.6 322.9 306.0 299.9 308.3 314.6 
Fetal Death Rate 

TOTAL 10.2 9.9 9.7 8.8 8.6 8.8 8.6 8.9 

WHITE 8.1 8.4 7.8 VA 12 | 74 6.7 

NONWHITE = 14.5 13.22 “13:8 ‘12.3 LE8 12.5 113 #©613.4 


Nonwhite 


86 87 
Year 


1989 


87.2 
76.5, 
115.2 


64.6 
59.0 
80.2 


22.1 
17.2 
33.9 


253.1 
224.7 
294.7 


8.7 
6.6 
13.0 


1990 


87.9 
TTS 
3:5 


65.6 
60.6 
79.6 


21-7 
16.9 
329 


247.0 
216.7 
289.4 


8.6 
6.5 
13.3 


On pages 2-5 through 2-18, maps and tables depict county-specific pregnancy, fertility, and abortion rates, as well 
as abortion fractions for 1991. Fetal death rates are not given due to the instability of the county rates fora single year. 
Users are referred to the five-year fetal death rates published in North Carolina Vital Statistics, Volume 1. 


Clustered alone with the highest pregnancy rate is Onslow County; most similar toitare Craven, Halifax and Vance 
counties. These counties also had some of the highest fertility rates. Durham County had the highest abortion rate 
and Orange County had the highest abortion fraction. Most similar to it are generally the larger, more urban counties. 


For total women ages 15-44, pregnancy rates vary by county from 53.0 to 112.2 per 1,000 women, fertility rates 
vary from 32.4 to 89.3 per 1,000 women, abortion rates vary from 3.0 to 33.0 per 1,000 women, and abortion fractions 
vary from 46.5 to 414.8 abortions per 1,000 pregnancies. Special attention should be given to counties with high 
pregnancy rates among teenagers (ages 15-19). Forexample, Edgecombe, Halifax, Montgomery, Swain, Vance, and 
Wilson counties all had teenage pregnancy rates at least 25 percent higher than the statewide teenage pregnancy rate 
of 101.1. The county data from teenagers are tabled on pages 2-9 and 2-10. 
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PREGNANCY RATES 


PREGNANCY RATES 
BY COUNTY OF RESIDENCE 
NORTH CAROLINA 


T1222" tom t12.2 1991 


91.0 to 100.8 
76.4 to 89.1 
66.8 to 75.6 
53.0 to 64.4 


OOORS 


FERTILITY RATES 


FERTILITY RATES 
BY COUNTY OF RESIDENCE 
NORTH CAROLINA 


89.3 to 89.3 1991 


69.9 to 80.2 
59.0 to 69.3 
49.0 to 58.2 
32.4 to 40.1 


ABORTION RATES 


BY COUNTY OF RESIDENCE ° 

HI 31.2 to 33.0 7 NORTHCAROLINA 
.clo H 

ES 21.7 to 29.2 1991 

15.1 to 20.9 

OO 11.4 to 14.7 

OO 30to 11.2 


ABORTION FRACTIONS 


ABORTION FRACTIONS 
BY COUNTY OF RESIDENCE . = 
M 414.8 to 414.8 - NORTH CAROLINA 
FE 317.6 to 386.2 
220.4 to 309.4 
1 140.8 to 212.4 
0 46.5 to 134.6 
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REGIONS AND COUNTIES, 


NORTH CAROLINA, 


FERTILITY, 


PREGNANCY, 


NHK-OMARETNTMOMDOVODDDSD SGOSDOTOUDDOMNDOCOVUDOCONYOOOMOTMNOANaAK MON 
wed CO OREC™ GOI OM erty POR Oe Oe Oe OF PCy Ee aa fw, el (et ee ea) eben Ee We a st velo f. es of se b> isi 4a, 0°. wie: a” le 
oO MODMNTNADOCKHNANAMOSOOCS SODORCNOOMNCOCODDCOCOOTMOCOCOOMOONMTINW mon 
HZTARK-ONReK-MAROTRUSCOD 1CODOK—RANSDOMNCOON NANCSCDOOMONKH-NOUIM + 
HOMAMTMANANRKEYTONTANAMNON TANTATENSOMANSTNT KATMONNNMRYMSSNRK AN TF 
ie) td - 
KMM-DONTHAODATASNSONMONOWVSCONANANSNVDOADSCCONTMMRMOTMMRANDOHVSCY 
ZHOMMUSHTONNADONKOMOUSNONUNATAON-MNOSCONAUMNEMMNNONUT-NSooNoNM 
SCDH—NROAO-—K—URK-ARNUWOMNHKK-AQMSVUGN RYVUDDDO NAMKOD NOTOYOMNT KATONYUTSHONM 
HENANKANANANANRKANANANRE MRK RTM MRKNANRKN KR NNN FTRENANNREM KK NRK RAMAN MAN 
= 
[4 
DACMD-ANNMAMTOADSOATOMDODONAOTOAMAKMMMMOWVOMONDODNAAKNODHAONA 
fea} oe Yee ve Oa a . . a ee . . Coat sont . ee Ke pve ee aber . @ 6 6, is Xe Se) iene) a) Je. he, > ar fe . my. cw ee 
BOGOR OR THNER DT OUR OMMONRORN DOOM MMOORNRY NOOK MUOURNAMMUUHOMUYT 
NR ANROOSTAORKONTNRKAMNETNOARMNRUMONSE TANK RRMNORRVDMKE TORK NOADOR 
ANAANNANANANNANANANANT MRT MRED ANAN RK NMRKNANNAMRK ANAK MRK KANNAN RK NEKO 
DONT SOCOM ONVYSOTRNOKSCOATHAANSODNTNAMKCOUSTN AMT CATTANNMNOTOS 
oO 


PNOATINGANONOTHORNNDOOCHMARMREMONINGRDROAINONOKININE-OINOAMMSOMOO 
- wy - =_ mM ~ - 


SINE OSE ON CITERYICD se! OTE EOS OTIS ENON OBS PSOE IES SCOT ESTEE SES PVPS NOOO ' O'S 


~s MMOIATMY MYM MATOMeEMeKavrovanaANdonamMundconanns NNeevsaraeadaonn 


8 


N 


.) 


ABORTION RATES 
WHITE NONWHITE TOTAL WHITE NON EIT TOTAL WHITE NONWHITE 


CIS SG aN org INO SEIN PONIES I POON ETE SLO ON DIESE OUT GYR COSTS NO ESIC IGOR ESO SOOM ONS Cole: 


IT TOTTI ET COTTE ATT HAT AMM UMK ANAT OOMNNAT TINO MOTNOM MRI N 


4.7 


Ng a DIN OVE NSN CO ETS 0 ESTA Se DOIN tS EI NO Fe COIND LANDON ON AAI UO IS ST 


SARTRE EN ONE ATH NODSOOMORKE DRUK ONOAMEMNOKETOMTRTOUNeR HR eNoran 
ee re em eR eR meee ee in - oer K— oe RK ORK KE MM eer eRe eRe RK eK oe 


i] 


1238 


FON OES OOM ONT SCO ONO aI I NONE Y I Y SES1O)ORE OE=CIBDONO ESCO BOT ONE SO SAE ONE 


OT ASA AN SAN ANAND GOOTADNMMOAN OMSK MK ANSSKNSMNTH HK TSONDHK SHAD 


a eee ee ee ee - eee Seen Kee ene me Nee -—-A- - 


14.0: 


DAMMMASCHO-DOMOKAMNOKNADSOKAMMNIN SOOO Sa EIS SOs COON STONE COIN 


FERTILITY. RATES 


TOTAL 
USr0% 


OT ANR EMT RRR AMNONAOTOe NAT HON OOe KO SH KHMMVOR MORK TM OMANGIA 


Ce ee ny - -—-— eeKe eT ed eee eee a — 


EINES SUNN CO BOS oa PUY OVO Nr ee Ei LAE CL GN OLAS: m™INCODMOO DEER COST ESCO RIES ASTON ONOIES 


rm 
ORSOMNSHNASTOSOTHUSCSYNSTWOUN TONY ORDUOMADOMNOMNATNACBSSOYAM 
KNNK NRK RR NNR NR RNR eee eK YM AQ K—NK OP ee RK TOR Re RK NKR NAR N KN 
i.) 


PIII CO TO NCO SIS Ye MT OOO ONAN Or SONOMA COSINE ES OINT ED IONS ESIGUNT 


S 
OTOOMNORHNATOOUSORENMMONIND meow Suna AANNMNOAMH AO Nowe Madge 


mm ON RP mm mr Re Re Nee - NAN meen OO mmm nr MK NR RK MK NER NNER MK ON KON 


So ED CC NOG Cle SON EDIS CONS ENN NOS COS ODIO ED OVS: oo a ESC SY ee SION ON: 


PREGNANCY RATES 
TAL WHITE NONWHITE 


OHONMnKonuvaroNNooynhyemewnnooyu DIN nnkess ainsawineaNnNinowanNeNnoa 


Om mK RK NR eee Re RK Nee eee Neer eee eK Ne i ee ee hate ates etn el 


au 


SALEM 


DEHNR IV RALEIGH 
VESTERN 


SOUTHWESTERN 


R IV NORTHEASTERN 
PCR V SOUTHEASTERN 


PCR VI 
ALAMANCE 


ig 
» 


II CHARLOTTE 
GREENVILLE 
DEHNR VII WILMINGTON 
EASTERN 


DWELL 
MDEN 
ELL 
OWAN 
LAY 
CLEVELAND 
<LAND 
FORD 


¢: 


LUMBUS 


LADEN 
BRUNSWICK 
L 


BUNCOMBE 
URKE 


, 
fh 


CRAVEN 


CUMBER 


PCR I WESTERN 
PCR II NORTH 


PCR IIIf 


PC 
GRANVILLE 


GREENE 


CURRITUCK 
GUIL 


DARE 
EDGECOMBE 


BEAUFORT 
BERTIE 
CABARRUS 
CA 
CARTERET 
CASW 
CATAWBA 
CHATHAM 
CHEROKEE 
DAVIDSON 
DAVIE 
DUPLIN 
DURIiAM 
FORSYTH 
FRANKLIN 
GASTON 
GATES 
GRAHAM 


C} 
C 


} 
) 


B 


t 


NORTH CAROLINA 

DEHNR I ASHEVILLE 
DEHNR III WIN. 

DEHNR V FAYETTEVILLE 
ALEXANDER 

ALLEGHANY 

ANSON 


DEHNR VI 
ASHE 


DEHNR 
AVERY 


NDA COMoNMNononrnoeod om PEBSINI OQ O/OIN INST CD SINS SM SE Coe s9 22) So StS SPST ONO COC 09'S 
rr) Sonoenounonce oo InInaooOOM—I9 ONSCoK-—MMOMMH-OOS ownNeocomoos 
nwt Or —- OnNWO-Oo at ClAD-OMNOCOMEFNI COM CO-MNNO MNY S& Lona? oMmMnr ' 
NM N—- YM AMNNNMO TST ANNMNANNYNM — NN Seer ertr MeN AN ONATYS OMNNM 
- - - 
MOK DODCDTONDOMODVSTFTRK NDDANDOADTMMOOCONRDMNTMNONTO MK MARTRROCUMYTOORROMRSO 
CANDO SCOOTTOONNMOARREMTORMONAMROMORINDOTROATNTMNUNVRKAMNOSCMDUODOMN 
noumauwn WNW KRARVORUNEFMNMARDROAOMNMAVUVAMNOKMNEANRAORAOARCOVUOIMNODNM WMTononm 
NKeran ATA MANNANK MK KT NK ANNKAMNAK MK ANMNAMMANK ANN NKANN —NKN K— KANN YM 
ROKNNACMRTRUMNRK-MOTUYT DONOR MMNMMADOVUMEARNOMMH Me KOMTOROCODTTOUN—--DO 
NON ANONSDODANROMONOTMNSDOSNOAOMURINMTOHNNMMARKNDANCINOVORAMROMOMnKON 
ONMN— KD NK NENDDOMORKLMMORMUOUMNANMOMNAONDOOSOMADANORK MNVOOTRK NN wrormnn 
Nesraa AT ANMANMNMK MK NK TANNA KH MM KH KH KH MANNMNANMNMKANNK NK ANOCKHANNM NNAN M 
- 


Beene ee aS CO DCO IONS ee EDEN ON ESL COS COLONIC) 


By Pel Lewite: ed fe, el et felts. Lie etra hie! ey ve ce.) ee." wae hig he te, Sie} die) wel we “s) ger We! Ne) foe Mamie: Me, set tem te fe! Xe) Ley "ailie je) Nielnia 


WU SOON STOMONOMSSSODOTNNMOTAT NOOMON ANT oMKaoTSoaMMANSaNTsSS 
a 


- 


SES ESOS ICN OUIN STOIONSES ROOD EN SO) COS ENED EO ODEN SS NOAMoONnT ON ES SIS IS OI CIESIO (08, 


set hele meunis ie, . Cpuken Tea ia ta . 3 8) Gas ue) oe) ae le Ge mel fe: ah mien as. eaera= ey her ta ORE 050 


PTET MMSCOTHNOT NEMA ST TRH ONMINMMNOOMNAMNOMY TANMAMMOM-UNSoNMInNNoYAdvoN 


CGO S 1 'S SFIO) STOO. Gv rDNA EA NNO GON ONES SO Si IBD OVL 0 = OND CD GOV IO\ND EO) CO LOL) Sco ES NNT 


nas MteormMyrnsAasAve ning CAN NNHNMMMT TAMAR MeNnAMAMNNOoMVvAToN 


- 


TIVO ONSEN OLN ES ON SIS) OI OOO TSS NOOO DED SOIC EN ONS STELOIBO ENN LOO OD IS OOO noo 


DNSMTANTDDANMMOMGSTMOSTS MOANTAOTSCOONNOTONNONONDSSSHHNohoTAaVS 


—Aee eee = -— Keer ee KK -— —-AN --— ee a = a 


CS SO SEE Ee ES OSU Se Bs Op RONG Ss DS OY LE SOI COO EONS EY CONTRO COND ire SN OCR O ILD COLO AO SCD ae 


DANAN OK ATNONN KON KMOANSATANNOTAKANDATANGNeNADOOROWOTR KMAANS-OF 


cee a Ne ee 0 - - HKNN Keer 


AON K INN NK ANON OMOMONTROMKAAOVIMKE KT TH DOMOMANASMDOVNOK NOK RNAAAMNADM 


. Oly Dia aCe Ii Se Oh iO fr ee He un Cele 0 eluiesae op et a am eres! al” “oil Ya ciel” el tobe Mes tel stele o Bs Mite Bite 


TONAN KANN OK-ANON-B-HOOMMYNROMANNODOT ANANKONNDODNVST-OMNMnMOCUS 


qr Kee - -—— errr Nee ere -— = — et at ee 


QUIS NCO LN ESSE SESSIONS ICO ESO SS CONN IST CO) ONO DLA NOM ISSO ST Lt) insta CO IMAL ISS ICDS OiEO) ICON ICD Gv OND 


Oo ha Cees fee) He) Mey Well hw ye Oc Po wa Cpa BOLO) . a) pie the Moth wi Moy Mal aknie OSs Gees 


WTOMOTINMANADAMINEGESCUMONNRAVY NOTrNRDONAAAOONMNAAaTKNSSCaTUSoONANUMwS 


NH K—MeRK—K— KN eK HN KK NRKNANMe KK KANN ——-Ae- —-Ae— ST oe at 


PQICO/BOIES OMEN GY COO U1) ON C= CO SIBSIES CO 9 SIO ESO ONENESS, STR SUNOCO Ce LOL SENOS CTL SS MTOMOO) 


TOOMNK OK ONE RK NNOT MM ONTAONOMAMANNNRAT ONE MOvVoNKKKOoOMnONSeNoaNnNMese 


el el Ne ek aT 0 aN elt op ee Nee ee HK NY Neer 


50ND PS OVS LAND B90 = GYD CO PS SF ADIL GY LAO) 19, 60.60 00 NDE FOO STEN OD CVSS COIN SI LN. 'GY.00.69. CO TINIE 00.1919 10) OF 


SOK ONAMACAK OMNTOTMTNANANAMOSOOURK TM ON OINANRK KKK NK OOM ONOMMMNMINNG 


Nee RNR ee mR Re RK KN RNR RRR RK NAM Re ee RAN eee eee eee ee H—K—ANARe Nee 
Q 
ty 
r=) 
= 
HH 
= 
z 
o 
vo 
x 

wr to) oa H 
Powe Be § zg 5 2 E25 

= oO 
val OQ 2 4 mth) ow ope Sh SA a (Ore > ial 
Meohawg AZO Cat me Pp Ae ty CaAr> (=) Sie P= AAO Maa | oct 
WMO Wh, WDNWMN HOBZMNHASTOM BROOHDWDoO OCOLDVHS]WNAAWHSYNW2ZH WHO WwWOHD 
WHA FORM WOMSO] OCOUCOHHMOUHMm HAZACRQONHMAZDMIRAR SEM MHSMOUMNMIAAZSZMNMD 
OIMNAeMOWORZzW =z AOAe OP ZOUZEN ASN SMR Ia UOMO S EHO COL SEEN EMEUENMIOS 
Lot CHW OSA COCHMHO Ca CMH OO CMO RP ed MONO eH OO OD CONE DS MEE ee eee CHa 
MEDD SS CHD DN AAA SESS SESS TD SSSZOOMMAAWAMM eM MNNNNNHNEH DSSS SS SSE ym 


2-18 


SUMMARY OF CHARACTERISTICS OF INDUCED ABORTIONS 


During 1991, the licensed facilities of North Carolina reported 36,420 abortions to the State Center for Health and 
Environmental Statistics, an increase of 14 percent over the number reported in 1981. As in previous years, women 
obtaining these abortions were most often white, between the ages of 15 and 24, and not married. Most had never 
had a previous abortion and had no living children. The table on the next page displays these percentages for each 
year 1981-1991. 


Compared to abortees in at least 40 states reporting detailed data for 1988 [latest year reported by the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC)], women having abortions in North Carolina were more likely to be between the ages of 15 
and 24, to be unmarried, to have had no previous abortions, to have had the present abortion at twelve or fewer weeks 
of pregnancy, and to have had suction curettage. 


Place of Occurrence 

The table on page 3-3 details 1991 North Carolina occurrences according to region and county of occurrence. Of 
the 36,420 abortions reported in North Carolina, 98 percent occurred in 10 counties. Twenty-four percent of the state 
total occurred in Mecklenburg, 13 percent occurred in Guilford, and 13 percent occurred in Wake. 

In 1991, a total of 996, or 2.9 percent, of North Carolina resident abortees received abortions in other states. Of 
these, 52 percent occcurred in Virginia, 23 percent occurred in Georgia, and 20 percent occurred in South Carolina. 


The remaining five percent occurred in Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Oklahoma, Rhode Island and Tennessee. 


The number of 1991 abortions occurring in each North Carolina county is mapped below. 


REPORTED INDUCED ABORTIONS 


NUMBER OF ABORTIONS 
BY COUNTY OF OCCURRENCE 
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Facility of Occurrence 
Nationwide in 1980, hospitals constituted 55 percent of all providers, yet performed only 22 percent of all induced 
abortions. In North Carolina, 93 hospitals (79 percent of providers) performed 19.5 percent of all abortions. More 


than half of the hospital abortions occurred in ten hospitals. 


In 1991, 51 hospitals performed only four percent of abortions occurring in North Carolina. The remaining 96 
percent occurred in 33 nonhospital facilities. 
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Summary of Characteristics of Women Receiving Abortions 
North Carolina Occurrences, 1981-1991 


1981 
Total 
Number 32,050 
Residence 
In State 93.6 
Out of State 6.3 
Age 
14 and under 1.4 
15-19 31.4 
20-24 35.5 
25-29 18.0 
30-34 8.7 
35 and over 4.6 
Mean 22.8 
Race 
White 62.3 
Nonwhite 35.9 
Marital Status 
Married** 272 
Unmarried 69.6 
Education 
8 and under 23 
9-11 20.3 
12 33:2 
13 and over 29.5 
Mean 12.3 
Number of Living 
Children 
None 56.4 
1 20.9 
2: 123 
3 or more 6.3 
Weeks of Gestation*** 
8 and under 42.0 
9-12 43.3 
13-1 a) 
16-20 33 
21 and over 0.4 
Mean 94 


1982 


31,798 


94.0 
6.0 


1.3 
29.9 
35.9 
18.5 

8.8 

5-2 
23.0 


63.7 
34.4 


26.4 
71.0 


Qe 
18.9 
33.4 
30.3 
12.4 


57.0 
20.8 
11.9 

5.6 


42.5 
42.6 
8.0 
BS) 
0.5 
9.4 


1983 


Percent Distribution* 


1984 


1985 


32,952 34,458 32,923 


Re WN 
ORONO NO TOO ir 
Fe NWNNNAD 


to 


1986 1987 
33,765 35,544 
93. oot 
6.3 6.9 
1.6 3 
28.9 28.6 
33:2 43.1 
19:2) 1915 
10.2 10.2 
5.8 6.0 
23.3. 23.4 
60:7 39:9 
37.37) "38.6 
23.8 24.4 
P3800) 13.7. 
ee) ei 
15:9) 15:1 
36:5 39:3 
318° 32-2 
12% 12.6 
56.7 54.0 
22.4 22.8 
124 12.8 
5.2 5.4 
44.3 43.5 
404 41.1 
8.5 8.4 
3.3 3.0 
0.4 0.4 
3 = Me) 


*Percentages may not add to 100 percent due to not stated cases. 
**Married includes separated but not legally divorced. 


***Gestation computed from last menstrual period. 


1988 


37,629 


92.3 
Wei) 


ites! 
28.4 
38.1 
19.4 
10.5 

6.1 
23.5 


58.6 
40.4 


24.0 
74.4 


1.9 
15.0 
40.7 
32.8 
12.6 


52.5 
23.6 
13.6 

5.6 


wh 
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1990 


36,494 


If 
2.4 
0.2 
8.9 


1991 


36,420 


91.6 
8.4 


1.0 
Pa | 
35.6 
19.9 
2 

2 
24.0 


56.9 
40.9 


23.3 
74.3 


15 
127 
37-5 
32.0 
12.6 


50.3 
215 
15:9 

5.9 


48.8 
S79 
7.0 
Pao) 
0.2 
8.9 


REPORTED INDUCED ABORTIONS 


BY DEHNR REGION, PERINATAL CARE REGION, 


TOTAL 
ROTAT Rit fat he ane ot 36,420 
DEHNR REGION 
WASHEVIBLE Aes. Acestecestecs 2,410 
CHARLOTTE kek 8,753 
Il] WINSTON-SALEM ......... 8,129 
IV, RALEIGH) Sivcis.s.ccsct 1273 
V FAYETTE VIRUE (23.024 2,526 
VIGREEN VIELE. ...:ccsestrcceenees 39 
VIL WILMINGTON .............. 3,290 
PC REGION 
TWESTERN, ..:8:-.cccesttecceeee 2,354 
II NORTHWESTERN ........... 8,272 
Il] SOUTHWESTERN .......... 8,666 
ITV NORTHEASTERN ........ 10,703 
V SOUTHEASTERN ........:... 3,670 
VITEASTERN, 5.:.:4c.sSecesece-cce- 2195 
COUNTY 
ALAMANCE <.:.ccssencosesessesseeresects - 
ALEXANDER ccccscssessesssseterescss - 
ATEIEEGHANY. ‘ssccesiscstencesceseeetestess - 
ASINS ON ss. sccsscs ates cssenseasssccoentesececss - 
ASHES Ssacssscvssesssiasscctecssceccectevstses - 
IANIERIYGS  scsccsscvevessscecscuseesevessscesees - 
IBEAUWFORD sccccsscestetscccceceverssectess 3 
BER UIB i sciccseasssssvstssossverescoeseszeses - 
BLADEN oi ccccccssccezcovsssasecvesventoarets 2 
BRUNSWICK. ...ccte.cseseenceesserestect - 
BUNGOMBE ios crcsccssseeeaseseess 2,349 
BURKE inc. :2ccccaceonsesvcosservessevsssse 56 
CABARRUS \..cc-ccccecsucsncscsetsccnvesens 1 
GAL DWBUM ie. cesccsecestuseeesseetazecs - 
CAMIDEN 225: c:ccestecsesecesstevesssnseceass - 
CARTERE Duties 2 areecetccretescaneces - 
CAS WEED iersucsczegusedtenteserdisteneess - 
CATAWBA (i atcsccte-csdetesteetacecetenss 35 
CHATHAM 0 stccscts.tessstaeseclassctexeess - 
(CHEROKIBE jctere- ccs escsccacercceen eres - 


AND COUNTY OF OCCURRENCE 


NORTH CAROLINA, 1991 
TOTAL 
COUNTY 
CHOWAN hit lescodls. seals eetelesdl - 
GAY co csccttcnsssicsetepeassegszsestosseseceee - 
CEEVEIAND iirec-scccssscessistssstesese 3 
COLUMBUS sescccsce te scesessssvecseceess = 
GRIAVEN ieccsovsssedevssosdesosoesboaseses 14 
CUMBEREAND oi. .cc<csccsoseeese 2,455 
CUR RUMU CK. 52 scsctscctsnssessievesessies - 
DARE ps dol ca coceosicchivteccbaceoseveee - 
DAVIDSON sccsesisccessosdccceseistsesess 13 
ACV UE Perea scat sasdacecavtetesssenteess - 
TDURUIN 6 osccsscts snsasscovsseescessieeasesvers - 
DURA Min i octecccetsesssesessveses 2,447 
EDGECOMBE .-i.:c..0:tecssersesseeseses - 
ROR 'S YOUE eevesscocteestesecnccstaces 3,230 
RAINISICIN :cccccsnnceceatpusshtsasvsessast 2 
GASTON}. .o553.25scts.cvessetreeeseereerece® - 
GATIESE., i.cesssscsasthsnsetst tockansascxs - 
GRAHAM: hscccsscehivscctesenssttevsseents - 
GOVAN VET es cssscssseccassesssacesssexs - 
GREENE 25.22 descocsastvsicvassssusesensiaeis - 
GUILFORD fa ssscesccvassrscesecsssses 4,881 
SETA TET RANG a fe sex peesteateteeat costasias - 
TIARINE TD oissssscscsscastesedsccueccvsctvece - 
HAY WOOD iicccsecsissvessstedsrcesstens - 
IHENDERS ON\itircrscsstsetsecsceresstaress - 
IRB ORD revcsccscssiscccssevissseseetees - 
HORE escsceecusestecavuasisdvseevacessesssties - 
ERYCDD ES, osse5sce. steasevsvesscccsttasesdonetaes - 
TREDEII OR, cccastsssscssencesctcvesssceecss 45 
JACKSON si scccsscsstecsesdh featsessctensies 5 
JOHNSTON, abe ositi atecetesaeseee 13 
JONES ccssscscsstessssszctereveesseeventeestese - 
LEB yes scessssechstexectee sisdseacgnteeceseesess 1 
TER NOIR GS ssessccestecitutyecrseteeecssstaats Z 
TENG OUI, costs ccterestiatviecui cvsrsseresent - 
MCDOW EUW iat dc csssecsscccsssteassess - 
MIA CON ei ccts tdi e ct cgettteerssctaatettets - 
MADISON eecssecctesesetrutesssetcesstess - 
IMPAIRADIIN aicscucssccscectexesetescersteivtastss - 
MECKLENBURG. iccvadcciis 8,662 


TOTAL 
COUNTY 
MITCHELL grdstudaniecticdls 
MONTGOMERY ........escscsesecsseeees : 
MOORE :3..aneueunc, 39 
NASER a tet tioucne 18 
NEW HANOVER .....cccssseeeoes 1,144 
NORTHAMPTON .......ssscssseecsseees : 
ONSLOW se sesssidesssssscsdcdessenases 2,146 
ORANGE orice tanicicacs 3,424 
PAIME ICO) scsi cassie ceresssassvearare : 
PASQUOTANK ...c.ecssesccsseessssseeees 1 
ENDER sitetessiactigacan tein ‘ 
PERQUIMANS ......ccscecccssessssseeees : 
PERSON cscisieaptisiessettaasstienn 
PUA esos oo estdesscconssecouseacnuscavecess 17 
13.0) L) <n ae : 
RANDOLPH cisssstscassolecscosesotouscese : 
RICHMOND e100 asc cnctncscte : 
ROBESON tac.ctei hts beecscccsss 29 
ROCKINGHAM .....ecssesssssesessseeees 1 
ROWAN snccccccee cn siiecineie 6 
RUTHERFORD ...0...sssccsseseseseeeees . 
SAMPSON) ciencesszys.cve® i sczstcssancines 1 
SCOTLAND. sean 15th Giscsssanvesie : 
STANLY schon inteec Aah cnvteecian, : 
SUORES pete ingore etter at : 
SURRY coschindedomcat ten a 
SWAIN de cAcennece tne eeuea : 
TRANSYLVANIA j..ccscscssseeecsseeees : 
TW RREUL sasciisictusnoneonind ‘ 
[DIC] < pe ee ee : 
WAINGCE scnccueneaseectie ake 5 
WAKE cai mentite caieuetteet 4,816 
WARREN .eesssessssssecsssesesssseesssevecs : 
WASHINGTON ......ccssescsseeseceseeees : 
WATAUGA Qnecsessccssccccseseccuseececsces 1 
WAYNE ot... cauaucttereean: 2 
WHIKES occ siec icin. octedet crete 1 
WILSON scstscctticieastocteccuteects 552 
ACAI os coctaccdvsachcoeattact sisaetsiers : 
WANCEY, .Aesiconsconsectscancnaits 


3-3 


The remainder of the data appearing in this publication will be resident data. The base year appearing in the 
trend graphs is 1981 to reflect changes during the past decade. 


Place of Residence 
During 1991, a total of 3,047 (8%) of abortions performed in North Carolina were to residents of other states. Of 
these, 54 percent were residents of South Carolina and 35 percent were residents of Virginia. Tennessee accounted 
for 3.0 percent of North Carolina’s nonresident abortions; Georgia, 1.5 percent; and West Virginia, 1.3 percent. 
Among abortions to residents of North Carolina, the distribution by county of residence varied widely during 1991 


with all 100 counties represented. The most populous counties accounted for the greatest frequencies, as shown 
below. 


REPORTED INDUCED ABORTIONS 


i. 


NUMBER OF ABORTIONS 
BY COUNTY OF RESIDENCE 


NORTH CAROLINA 


1692 to 3965 4991 


651 to 928 
274 to 475 
155 to 257 
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PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS BY RACE OF ABORTEE 
NORTH CAROLINA 1981 — 1991 


70 


60 


Race 
50 
Of the 34,369 North Carolina women known to 
have had abortions during 1991, a total of 19,453 
(57%) were white; 13,106 (38%) were black; 253 40 
(1%) were-American Indian; and 840 (2%) were 
other races. For the remainder, race of the abortee 
was unknown. Nonwhite women have higher abor- 30 
tion rates and fractions than white women (see page 
2-2). 


Percent 


20 


North Carolina resident induced abortions by race of abortee for 1981 through 1991 are given below. 


Resident Induced Abortions 
By Race of Abortee 
North Carolina, 1981-1991 


Year Total White Nonwhite 
1981 30,000 18,562 10,863 
1982 29,890 18,925 10,369 
1983 31,892 20,038 41,235 
1984 34,138 20,705 12,825 
1985 32,478 19,648 12,328 
1986 32,849 19,816 12,353 
1987 34,344 20,457 13,346 
1988 36,066 20,988 14,711 
1989 34,907 19,966 14,242 
1990 34,565 19,792 13,764 
1991 34,369 19,453 14,199 


NOTE: Race-specific counts do not sum to the total due to cases of unknown race. 


PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS BY AGE OF ABORTEE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1981 — 1991 


40 


Age 


The mean age of North Carolina residents having 
abortions during 1991 was 24.0 years. The highest 
percentage of abortions was to women between 20 and =o 
24 years of age. The percentage at younger ages has 
declined since 1981. 


19 and under 


In 1988, the most current year of age-specific data 
from CDC, 56.7 percent of United States abortees 
were between the ages of 15 and 24 years. This 
compares to 61.3 percent of 1988 North Carolina 
abortees and 59.0 percent of 1991 North Carolina 
abortees. 


20 


Percent 


In 1991, North Carolina’s resident abortion rate 10 
was 33.4 per 1,000 females ages 15-19 and 45.8 per 
1,000 females ages 20-24, dropping substantially 
thereafter to 4.7 per 1,000 females ages 35-44. The 
statewide abortion fraction was highest at ages 15-19 
(330.5 per 1,000 pregnancies) and lowest at ages 30- 
34 (167.0 per 1,000 pregnancies). 


35 and over 


Age-adjusting the North Carolina abortion rates for women ages 15-44, using the July 1980 North Carolina female 
population as the standard, yields the following: 


Age- 
Crude Adjusted 

Rate Rate 

1981 212 21.0 
1982 20.8 21.0 
1983 PALS) 223 
1984 23.1 23.6 
1985 Dis 22.3 
1986 21.4 22.3 
1987 22.2 2333 
1988 23%1 24.5 
1989 22.1 23.7 
1990 OMNES | 23.9 
1991 21.4 23:7 


Comparing the adjusted rates across years, it is seen that the rate rose about six percent in each of 1983 and 1984, 
then declined before increasing again in 1987 and 1988. The net increase between 1981 and 1991 was about 13 
percent. The following table corroborates age-specific increases in abortion rates during the 1980s; increased rates 
are observed in all age groups, except ages 15-19. However, the abortion fraction has declined at ages 15-19, 30-34, 
and 35-44. 


ABORTION RATES AND ABORTION FRACTIONS BY AGE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1981-1991 


Age 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 


Rates 5-19 35.2 34.1 369 396 38.1 37.6 . 387 40.1 370 365 | 334 
Fractions 385.3. 372.4 398.4 416.0 399.9 400.6 402.2 399.5 365.1 346.4 330.5 
Rates 20-24, 37.6 37.7, 390 414 387 380 399 42.7 425 448 45.8 
Fractions 2651 », 265.1). 280,9,..291.3 271.5 268.7 274.0.. 283.1 274.6 .272.8..(283.1 
Rates 2I-29, qe2hO ey Qs2yny 22.65.2422 22,7 22.7 24.1. 253 94.8. ~.24.2) 024.6 
Fractions 180.8 179.5 189.2 206.1 189.5 190.1 194.3 196.9 186.8 182.6 193.2 
Rates | 3034; o1O.9) alOoiy gll-S8y4,125 11.8 _-12.6,., 13.1... 139 ~14.0_ ,13.0.,) 13:4 
Fractions 178.4. 172.2. 187.0 189.0 174.7 182.9 179.1 185.3 179.0 164.6 167.0 
Rates 35-44 3.6 319 4.1 4.2 4.0 4.2 4.4 4.6 4.3 4.6 at 
Fractions 297.5 295.6 303.0 2929 2815 ,284.6.-279.1. 276.1, 246:9.,. 255.1 1254.0 


Rates AlbAges 212° 20:8 209 23.1 217 214 .222 23.1 .22.11 21.7 7°214 
Fractions 274.7 268.2 273.6 282.4 264.8 265.2 267.0 268.2 253.1 247.0 249.8 


PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 
BY MARITAL STATUS OF ABORTEE 
80 NORTH CAROLINA, 1981 — 1991 


Marital Status Unmarried 


Only 23.2 percent of North Carolina residents 
receiving abortions during 1991 were legally mar- 
ried at the time of the procedure. This compares to 27 
percent in 1981. Among all states reporting to CDC 
in 1988, 20 percent of the abortees were married. 


Unmarried women (those widowed, divorced or 
never married) constituted 74.3 percent of North 
Carolina resident abortees during 1991. This com- 
pares to 69 percent in 1981. Among abortions re- 
ported to CDC in 1988, about 80 percent of abortees 
were unmarried. 


PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 
BY EDUCATION OF ABORTEE 


50 NORTH CAROLINA, 1981 — 1991 


30 
13 and over 


Percent 


11 and under 
20 
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Number of Living Children 


Fifty percent of North Carolina resident abortees 
in 1991 had no living children. The percentage 
having three or more living children has decreased, 
from 6.3 in 1981 to 6.0 in 1991. 


The number of North Carolina women obtaining 
abortions in 1991 was inversely related to the num- 
ber of living children. This pattem has prevailed 
since 1981. 


Educational Attainment 


The mean educational attainment of residents 
receiving abortions during 1991 was 12.6 years. 
Seventy percent had at least 12 years of education; 
this compares to 63 percent during 1981. 


Educational attainment has remained a highnon- 
response variable in the reporting of abortions. 
Sixteen percent of North Carolina resident abortion 
reports for 1991 did not specify educational attain- 
ment of the abortee. 


PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 
BY NUMBER OF LIVING CHILDREN 
60 NORTH CAROLINA, 1981 — 1991 


PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 
BY PREVIOUS ABORTION 
40 NORTH CAROLINA, 1981 — 1991 


30 


20 


Percent Having a Previous Abortion 


Gestation 


During 1991, 87 percent of North Carolina resi- 
dent abortions were performed within the first 12 
menstrual weeks of pregnancy. Eight percent of 
women obtained abortions inthe 13-16 weekinterval 
while 1.0 percent obtained later abortions. In 1981, 
86 percent of women obtained abortions within 12 
menstrual weeks. 


In 1991, the percentage of women obtaining abor- 
tions beyond the 20th week of gestation was 0.4, the 
same as in 1985. The mean gestational weeks of 
pregnancy was 9.3 in 1985 and 1986, 9.4 in 1987, 9.2 
in 1988 and 1989, and 9.0 in 1990 and 1991. 


Compared to abortees in other states in 1988 
(CDC data), North Carolina abortees were more 
likely to have the procedure during the first eight 
weeks and less likely to have it beyond the sixteenth 


* week. 
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Previous Abortions 


The issue of repeat abortion is amatterofconcem; 
35 percent of North Carolina women having abor- 
tions during 1991 reported at least one previous 
abortion. This compares to 26 percent in 1981. 


Of the 11,959 abortees reporting a prior abortion, 
72 percent reported one, 20 percent reported two, 
and eight percent reported three or more. 


Based on 1988 data reported to CDC, abortees in 


other states were more likely than North Carolina 
abortees to report a previous abortion. 


PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 
BY WEEKS OF GESTATION 
50 NORTH CAROLINA, 1981 — 1991 


8 and under 


30 


Percent 


20 


13 and over 


Complications 


Abortion providers report relatively few complications associated with abortion. Compared to 3.2 percent in 1981, 
only 0.4 percent of resident abortions during 1991 involved reported complications. The most frequently reported 
condition was “hemorrhage.” 


Terminating Procedures 


Suction curettage accounted for 97.6 percent of all resident abortion procedures reported for 1991. This was 
followed by prostaglandin injection (1.1%), other procedures not specified (0.5%), saline injection (0.4%) and sharp 
curettage (0.3%). Major abdominal operations for abortions (hysterectomy) accounted for only 0.01 percent of total 
abortion procedures. 


During the first twelve weeks of gestation, suction curettage is commonly used. As more abortees have utilized 


clinics and obtained earlier abortions, the percentage of abortions performed by suction curettage has increased from 
95.7 percent in 1981 to the present 97.6 percent. 
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SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF RESIDENT LIVE BIRTHS 
AND FETAL DEATHS 


Live Births 


Following many years of steady decline, the state’s fertility rate bottomed out during the 1980's and then rose 
steadily during 1987-1990. In absolute numbers, the upward trend amounts to an increase of 22 percent since 1981 
to 102,309 resident live births in 1991. This means an additional 19,000 live births per year in a time when many 
physicians are leaving obstetrical practices or refusing Medicaid patients. Moreover, women at high risk of 
unfavorable pregnancy outcomes are contributing disproportionately to the increase. 


Here, we examine several live birth trends that evoke particular public health concem because of possible 
economic, emotional, and health consequences to mother/child. Several other publications available from this office 
offer more detail about live births and their matemal and medical characteristics. Region, county, and some city data 
are also available. 


Race 
As depicted graphically on page 2-1, recent increases in the fertility rate have been greater for nonwhites than for 


whites. The table below shows the absolute numbers of live births by race. The white number rose 22 percent, while 
the nonwhite number rose 23 percent between 1981 and 1991. 


Resident Live Births by Race of Child 
North Carolina, 1981-1991 


YEAR TOTAL WHITE NONWHITE 


1981 83,752 56,756 26,996 
1982 85,908 58,149 21,199 
1983 83,854 57,446 26,408 
1984 85,986 59,399 26,587 
1985 89,391 61,766 27,625 
1986 90,228 61,746 28,482 
1987 93,481 63,876 29,605 
1988 97,560 635,937 31,623 
1989 102,091 68,455 33,636 
1990 104,439 71,095 33,344 
199] 102,309 69,233 33,076 


Maternal Age 


The graphs on the next page depict trends in age-specific white and nonwhite fertility rates. Recent increases are 
observed for whites 35-44, and for nonwhites 15-19 and 30-34. 


Of particular concem are the rising rates among younger and older mothers, among whom health consequences 


to mother and her child are often more frequent and severe. The higher but declining fetal death rates of older mothers 
are shown in the table on page 4-5. 
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WHITE FERTILITY RATES BY AGE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1981 — 1991 
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Unmarried Mothers 


High divorce rates andthe widespread tendency to 
delay marriage to older ages have both contributed to 
growth in the unmarried female population. In addi- 
tion, the fertility rate of unmarried women has 
increased. Together, these factors have resulted ina 
Steady rise in the percentage of live births occurring 
out of wedlock. 


Beginning at 19.4in 1981, the percentage of North 
Carolina live births to unmarried mothers reached 
31.6 in 1991. By race, the white percentage more 
than doubled, from 6.5 to 16.0, while the nonwhite 
percentage rose by 38 percent, from 46.4 to 64.2. The 
numerical increases in births to unmarried mothers 
have been 200 percent for whites and 70 percent for 
nonwhites—a total of 99 percent more unwed births 
in 1991 than in 1981. 


Births Per 1,000 Women in Age Group 


NONWHITE FERTILITY RATES BY AGE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1981 — 1991 
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PERCENT LIVE BIRTHS TO UNMARRIED MOTHERS 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1981 — 1991 
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Low-Weight Births 


Low birthweight (5 pounds, 8 ounces orless) is the 
single greatest contributor to infant mortality and 
morbidity. Thus, it is a matter of urgent concern that 
North Carolina’s low-birthweight rate of 8.4 percent 
in 1991 was no better than that observed at mid- 
century. North Carolina’s rate is also among the 
highest in the nation. 


The accompanying graph reveals a relatively 
steady rate among whites followed by an uptum in 
1991 and an increased rate among nonwhites since 
1986. In absolute numbers, white and nonwhite low- 
weight births have risen by 30 and 35 percent 
respectively since their low points of the 1981-1991 
period. 


PERCENT VERY LOW—WEIGHT LIVE BIRTHS BY RACE 


NORTH CAROLINA, 1981 — 1991 


wre 


0.5 


81 82 63 84 85 86 87 8&8 88 80 91 


4-3 


Percent 
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Very Low-Weight Births 


These babies have birthweights of 3 pounds, 4 
ounces or less. As shown by the accompanying 
graph, the percentage of newborns at these weights 
has fluctuated around 1.0 for whites and between 2.5 
and 2.9 fornonwhites over the 1981-1991 period. In 
absolute numbers, white and nonwhite births at 
these very low weights have risen by 37 and 44 
percent respectively since theirlow points of the past 
decade. 


No Prenatal Care 


Although still representing a relatively small frac- 
tion of all live births, the increasing percentage of 
births to mothers who had no prenatal care is a major 
concern. That percentage has risen sharply since 
1984 and is almost twice its 198 1 level. The increase 
has been 60 and 83 percent for whites and nonwhites 
respectively. In absolute numbers, 86 percent more 
whites and 128 percent more nonwhites had no 
prenatal care in 1991 than in 1981. However, it is 
somewhat encouraging that the nonwhite percent- 
age did fall in both 1990 and 1991, while the white 
percentage also declined in 1991. 


Fetal Deaths 


As shown graphically on page 2-3, both whites and nonwhites experienced some reduction in fetal mortality over 


PERCENT LIVE BIRTHS WITH NO PRENATAL CARE 
BY RACE 
4 NORTH CAROLINA, 1981 — 1991 


Nonwhite 


the 1981-1991 period. However, the state’s overall rate remains one of the highest in the nation. 


This section examines trends in white and nonwhite fetal death by race and matemal age. Race-specific fetal death 
rates for regions, counties, and cities are available in North Carolina Vital Statistics, Volume 1, and fetal death rates 
for the various maternal characteristics and medical risk factors will be examined in the forthcoming Birth and Infant 
Mortality report, scheduled for production in 1993. Counties are urged to use five-year fetal death rates, rather than 


the less stable single-year rates. 
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Race 

Since 1981, the decrease in fetal mortality (fetal deaths per 1,000 deliveries) has been about the same for whites 
(17%) as for nonwhites (14%). However, as shown in the table below, there has been virtually no change for either 
race in the number of fetal deaths. 


Resident Fetal Deaths by Race 
North Carolina, 1981-1991 


YEAR TOTAL WHITE NONWHITE 


1981 864 466 398 
1982 863 492 371 
1983 818 449 369 
1984 766 461 305 
1985 775 445 330 
1986 800 440 360 
1987 814 477 337 
1988 872 443 429 
1989 899 455 444 
1990 911 463 448 
1991 884 465 419 


Maternal Age 


Because of the instability of the fetal death rates by race and age, they are not graphed here. However, the table 
below serves to point up the higher rates among mothers 35 and older as well as the age-race-specific declines since 
1981. By 1991, the rate for whites 35 and older had dropped 31 percent since 1981. However, the rate for older 
nonwhites was the same in 1991 as in 1981. 


Fetal Death Rates by Age and Race 
North Carolina, 1981-1991 
Year 
AGE and RACE 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 


15-19 White 11.9 9.7 dae BOS 9.3 7.2 8.1 1D 8.5 9.0 8.0 
Nonwhite 164 113 13.2 10.1 125 128 104 149 125 123 11.8 
20-24 White 8.1 8.6 7.6 6.9 7.6 Te 6.2 6.6 a9) 6.2 5.0 
Nonwhite 11.7) 13.1 128 101 £116 108 93° 12.2" 1277-125.» 105 
25-29 White 6.8 6.9 fh) 6.5 5.9 6.3 7.4 59 6.3 3:5 6.5 
Nonwhite 13.6 148 122 110 100 125 118 19 120 12.22 13.3 
30-34 White =Hf/ sl 7.6 8.2 6.8 75 hy? 6.3 5.8 6.1 74 
Nonwhite 17.5 98 5 134 10 133.1338. 102. 139 144 13.1 
35-44 White 124 149 11.5 11.3 of) 8.8 11.7 8.0 8.1 7.8 8.6 
Nonwhite 21 23:0 226 20:9 "193° 18:2 18:1 185 167 213 213 
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APPENDIX A 


N.C. DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
State Center for Health and Environmental Statistics 


INDUCED ABORTION CASE REPORT 


. NAME OF FACILITY: 


. RESIDENCE OF PATIENT: 
STATE 


. AGE OF PATIENT: 
IN YEARS (circleone) 1 2 3 4 5 6 


OF 10F it. 12° 13) 14. 15-16 
6. RACE OF PATIENT: 


O 1=WHITE O 3 = AMERICAN INDIAN 
0 2= BLACK 0 4=OTHER 


DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 


8a. HISTORY OF PREVIOUS PREGNANCIES: 
(COMPLETE EACH SECTION) 


LIVE BIRTHS 
NUMBER NUMBER 
NOW LIVING | NOW DEAD 


O None | ONONE 


8b. TERMINATION DATE OF 
LAST PREVIOUS PREGNANCY: 


OTHER TERMINATIONS 
NUMBER FETAL/ NUMBER 
SPONTANEOUS INDUCED 


O NONE 


> 
c 
fe) 
Ee 
2 
eS 
> 
oO 
z 
< 
z 
oO 
w 
c 
a 


10a. PROCEDURE THAT TERMINATED PREGNANCY: 
(CHECK ONLY ONE) 


O 1 = SUCTION CURETTAGE 

O 2 = SHARP CURETTAGE 

O 3 = INTRA-UTERINE SALINE INSTILLATION 

O 4 = INTRA-UTERINE PROSTAGLANDIN INSTILLATION 
O 5 = HYSTEROTOMY 

DO 6 = HYSTERECTOMY 

O 7 = OTHER (SPECIFY) 


MEDICAL INFORMATION 


10b. ADDITIONAL PROCEDURES: OYES ONO 


DEHNR 1891 (Revised 8/91) 
Center for Health and Environmental Statistics (Review 3/92) 


4. COMPLETED YEARS OF EDUCATION: 


For State Use Only 


FACILITY CODE: 


RESIDENCE CODE: 


INSIDE CITY LIMITS 


O YES ONO 


5. FACILITY FILE NO.: 
(OPTIONAL) 


7. MARITAL STATUS: 
O 1= MARRIED 
O 2=SEPARATED O 4= DIVORCED 


O 3 = NEVER MARRIED 0 5 = WIDOWED 


9. CURRENT PREGNANCY: 


a. DATE OF LAST 
MENSTRUAL PERIOD: 


b. DATE OF 
ABORTION: 


c. LENGTH OF GESTATION: 
(PHYSICIAN'S ESTIMATE IN WEEKS) 


. COMPLICATIONS OF PREGNANCY TERMINATION: 
(CHECK ALL THAT APPLY) 


O 0=NONE 

O 1 = HEMORRHAGE 

O 2 = SEPSIS (INFECTION) 

O 3 = UTERINE PERFORATION 
O 4 = CERVICAL LACERATION 
0 5 = RETAINED PRODUCTS 
O 6 = OTHER (SPECIFY) 


NAME AND TITLE OF PERSON COMPLETING REPORT 


Distribution: White — State copy; Pink — Facility Copy 
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CHILD 


PARENTS 


STATE COPY 


CERTIFIER 


DEHNA 1201 
(Revised 4/90) 
VITAL RECORDS 


: COLOR OR RACE OF FATHER (Specify White, Black, American Indian, etc.) 
Ba 


APPENDIX B 


NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF EPIDEMIOLOGY — VITAL RECORDS SECTION 


err CERTIFICATE OF LIVE BIRTH 
District No. __ Local No. _______ BIRTH NO. — 132 
DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Year) TIME OF BIRTH 


CHILD'S NAME (First, Middle, Last) 


2 x M 


CITY, TOWN, OR LOCATION OF BIRTH COUNTY OF BIRTH 
5. a 


PLACE OF BIRTH: CO Hospital O Freestanding Birth Center 0 Clinic/Doctors Otfice | FACILITY NAME (/f not institution, give street and number) 
O Residence 

7._O Other (Specify) 
FATHER'S NAME (First, Middle, Last) 


DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Year) BIRTHPLACE (State or foreign country) 


10. 11. 
[AIDEN NAME DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Year) 


9. 
MOTHER'S NAME (Firs!, Middle, Last) 


coe n 120. i 


\ 
USUAL RESIDENCE (STATE) WoO COUNTY CITY, TOWN OR LOCATION 
Ae 
14. 15a. +A ‘ 15b. 15e. 
STREET AND NUMBER tC s {INSIDE CITY LIMITS |MOTHER'S MAILING ADDRESS (If same as residence, enter Zip Code 
; Yes or No) “same”) 
15¢. Oy A S 15e. 16a 16. 
RELATION TO CHILD IF MOTHER CANNOT SIGN {SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER REQUESTED 
17. ve ves [] no [] 


| certify that this child was bom alive at the place and time and on the |DATE SIGNED. ATTENDANTS NAME AND TITLE (/f other than cevtifier) (Type/Print) 
date stated. Signature (Month, Day, Year) 


12s 
BIRTHPLACE (State or foreign country) 


ea. 18D. OmM0.000.0CNM 
CERTIFIER’S NAME & TITLE (Type/Print) O Other Midwite 


19. O Other (Specity) 


O MD. O DO DC Hospital Administrator ATTENDANTS MAILING ADDRESS (Street & Number or Rural Route & Number, City, Town, Zip Code) 
O CNM. O Other Midwife 
20.0 Other (Specify) 


DATE REC'D BY LOCAL REG 


21. 


SIGNATURE OF REGISTRAR DATE NAME ADDED DATE AMENDED 
Z2b. a 24. 


COLOR OR RACE OF MOTHER (Specity White, Black, American Indian, etc.) 


Ze 


25b. 


INFORMATION FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH USE ONLY 


FATHER baa. SSN MOTHER 27a. SSN 
26b. EDUCATION (Highest Grade Completed) 27>. EDUCATION (Highest Grade Completed) 

Elementary/Secondary (0-12). College (1-4 or 5+) Elementary/Secondary (0-12) College (1-4 or 5+) 
26c. HISPANIC (Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, etc.) ORIGIN? 27 HISPANIC (Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, etc.) ORIGIN? 

ONo OYes (Specity) ONo OYes (Specity) 


BIRTH WEIGHT (Specify) 


MOTHER MARRIED (AI birth, conception or between PLURALITY — Single, Twin, Tnplet. IF NOT SINGLE — Bom First, Second, Third, 
birth and conception) etc. (Specify) etc. (Specity) 
28. Da 29b. 


Be LB oz 
30. PREGNANCY HISTORY (Complete each section) 31. APGAR SCORE 
a. Live Births (Do not include this child) - 


5 MIN 


Date of last Live Birth 
Now Living. Number ________©) None Now Dead, Number ______ 0) None (Month, Day, Year) 


b. OTHER TERMINATIONS (Spontaneous and DATE OF LAST OTHER TERMINATION 
induced at any time after conception) Number ____ 0) None (Month, Day, Year) — 


DATE LAST NORMAL MENSES BEGAN | MONTH OF PREGNANCY PRENATAL PRENATAL VISITS — Total Number |CLINICAL ESTIMATE OF | Did mother have blood test for 
(Month, Day, Year) CARE BEGAN (First, Second, etc.) (If none, so state) GESTATION (Weeks) Syphilis? (Specity yes or no ) 
a B. Mu. 4B. x. 


MOTHER TRANSFERRED PRIOR TO DELIVERY? O NO O YES It yes, entername of |INFANT TRANSFERRED? O NO OC YES If yes, enter name of facility transferred to 
facility transferred trom 
a 


7b. 


38a. MEDICAL HISTORY FOR THIS 40. EVENTS OF LABOR AND/OR DELIVERY 43. CONGENITAL ANOMALIES OF CHILD 

PREGNANCY (Check all that apply) (Check all that apply) 

(Check all that apply) Febrile ( > 100° F. or 38° C.) 010 | Anencephalus 010 
Anemia (Hct. < 30/Hgb. < 10) 01 | Meconium, moderate/heavy 02 O | Spina bifida/Meningocele 020 
Cardiac disease 3 02 0 | Premature rupture of membrane ( > 12 hours) ..03 0 | Hydrocephalus o6O 
Acute or chronic lung disease ..-03 O | Abruptio placenta : Microcephalus 040 
Diabetes 04 0 | Placenta previa Other central nervous system anomalies 
Genital herpes . 05 C | Other excessive bleeding 
Hydramnios/Oligohydramnios 06 C | Seizures during labor fpecity) Kee. 
Hemoglobinopathy 07 O | Precipitous labor (<3 hours) Heart malformations 060 
Hypertension, chronic : 08 C | Prolonged labor ( > 20 hours) Otheg circulatory/respiratory anomalies 
Hypertension, pregnancy-associated 09 0 | Dysfunctional labor eos 
Eclampsia i u 100 Brsschislalaresantanion (Specify) ea 
Incompetent cervix 11 0} Cephalopelvic disproportion Rectal atresia/stenosis 08 0 
Previous infant 4000+ grams 3 120 | Cerd prolapse aves Tracheo-esophageal fistula/Esophageal 
Previous preterm or small-for-gestational- Anesthetic complications ...qX..-.., atresia oo 

age infant 13 0 | Fetal distress \ ; Omphalocele/Gastroschisis 100 
Renal disease 140) | None bine se Other gastrointestinal anomaiies 
Rh sensitization : 15 0 | Other (Specify). \ 
Uterine bleeding 169 an oe hs (Specity) 10 
None 000 Ms Mallormed genitalia 120 
Other (Specify) 170) | 41 METHOD-OF DELIVERY (Check ail that apply) | poe aaenesis 30 
Vaginal o. } 01 © | Other urogenital anomalies 
Ol Vaginal birth after previous C-section 020 14 
Sebi OTHE HISTORY COR THIS PREGNANCY | rity casclion oso] (Seeeity) ———____________ 40 
Ome E Repeat C-section 04 O | Cleft lip/palate 1s'3 
Tobacco use during pregnancy YesO NoO| Forceps Z 05 D | Polydactyly/Syndactyly/Adactyly 160 
Average number cigarettes per day —__ Vacuum 06 0 | Club toot 70 
Alcohol use during pregnancy YesO NoO Diaphragmatic hemia 180 
Waghaenen pe nane oo = 42. CONDITIONS OF THE NEWBORN Other musculoskeletal/integumental anomalies 
SaaS TIEeY (Check all that apply) (Specity) = 190 
Anemia (Hct < 39/Hbg < 13 01 0 | Down's syndrome 
SSSOBSLET RIC PROCEDURES Birth ay is ; 02 0 | Other chromosomal anomalies 
(Check all that apply) F 
etal alcohol syndrome oO (Specity) 210 
Amniocentesis 010 | Hyaline membrane disease/RDS “040 peers . 
Electronic fetal monitoring 02 0 | Meconium aspiration syndrome 05 0 | None 000 
Induction of labor 03 D | Assisted ventilation < 30 min 06 D | Other (Specify) 220 
Stimulation of labor ., 040 | Assisted ventilation 2 30 min 070 
Tocolysis 05 O | Seizures 08 0 
Ultrisound 06 1 | None oof) 
None 00 |.) | Other (Specify) — = = 090) 
Othor (Specily) 0711 
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APPENDIX C 


NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF EPIDEMIOLOGY — VITAL RECORDS SECTION 


Registration REPORT OF FETAL DEATH 
District No. ____ Local No. 
NAME OF FETUS FIRST MIDDLE LAST SEX OF FETUS DATE OF DELIVERY TIME OF DELIVERY 
FETUS 
th 2 2 4 M 
NAME OF FACILITY (/f not institution, give street and number) CITY, TOWN, OR LOCATION ' COUNTY OF DELIVERY 
Sa 5b. 5c. 
MOTHER'S NAME (First, Middle, Last) MAIDEN SURNAME DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Year) 
cy 6b. 7 
RESIDENCE STATE CITY, TOWN, OR LOCATION STREET AND NUMBER 
PARENTS 


Be Bd. 


ba 


INSIDE CITY LIMITS ZIP CODE FATHER'S NAME (First, Middle, Last) DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Year) 
(Yes or No) 

Be. &t. 9. 10. 

PART |. FETAL DEATH WAS CAUSED BY ENTER ONLY ONE CAUSE PER LINE FOR (a), (b), (c) SPECIFY FETAL Olt MATE NAL 


Growth Couara tel gean, (8) IMMEDIATE CAUSE 
Fetal and/or maternal condi- 
CAUSE tlons, if any, giving risk tothe (b) DUE TO, OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF 
immediate cause (8), stating 
the underlying cause last 


11. (c) DUE TO, OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF 
SIGN WITH PART Il, OTHER SIGNIFICANT CONDITIONS of fetus or mother which may have contributed to fetal PHYSICIAN'S ESTIMATE | Fetus died before labor, during labor | AUTOPSY (Specily Yes or No) 
PERMANENT death but not resulting in the undertying cause given in Part | OF GESTATION (Weeks) | or delivery, unknown (Specity) 
BLACK INK 12a 12b. 120. 13. 

| certity that this delivery occurred on the date shown and that the fetus was born dead ATTENDANT M.O., Nurse-Midwite, Midwife, other DATE SIGNED. 

SIGNATURE: (Specity) 

14. 15a 15b. 

MAILING ADORESS SIGNATURE OF MEDICAL EXAMINER (II delivery not attended by physician) 

CERTIFIER 

Sse 16. 

DATE RECEIVED BY LOCAL REGISTRAR | SIGNATURE OF REGISTRAR 

Wa 17b. 

INFORMATION FOR STATISTICAL USE ONLY 

OF HISPANIC ORIGIN? (Specify Yes RACE — Amencan Indian, 20. EDUCATION 21, OCCUPATION AND BUSINESS/INDUSTRY 

or No, It yes, specity Cuban, Mexican, White, Black, etc. pecity only highest grade completed (Worked during last year) 

18. Puerto Rican, etc., below) 19. (Specify below) Elem /Sec. (0-12) College (14 or 5+) Occupation Business/Irdustry 

OyYes ONo 

MOTHER Specity 
16a 1Sa 20a 2a 21b, 
CYes ONo 
FATHER Specity 
18b. 19. 20b. 21c 210. 
PREGNANCY HISTORY MOTHER MARRIED? (AI delivery. conception,| DATE LAST NORMAL MENSES HEGAN 
(Complete each section) or any time between) (Yes or No) (Month, Day. Year) 
MULTIPLE BIRTHS a 24 
Enter State File OTHER TERMINATIONS . 
Number of LIVE BIRTHS (Spontaneous and induced.at MONTH OF PREGNANCY PRENATAL PRENATAL VISITS — Total Number 
Mate(s) any time after conception) CARE BEGAN — First, Second, Third, etc {It none, so state) 
LIVE BIRTH(S) 22a. Now Living 22b. Now Dead 22d. (Do not include this fetus) 25. (Specity) 26. 
WEIGHT OF FETUS CLINICAL ESTIMATE OF | Oid mother have blood tust for 
pees —— Number — Number ONone GESTATION (Weeks) Syphilis? (Specity yes or no} 

FETAL DEATH(S) ONone QNone a7. L. oz 28. 29, 

DATE OF LAST LIVE BIRTH DATE OF LAST OTHER TERMINATION PLURALITY — Single, Twin, Triplet, etc IF NOT SINGLE BIRTH—Born First, Second. 
DEHNR 2067 (Month, Year) (Month, Year) (Specity) Third, etc. (Spacity) 
(Revised 10/89) 2 Re. Wa 0b 
VITAL RECORDS 


35. CONGENITAL ANOMALIES OF FETUS 
(Check all that apply) 


31a MEDICAL HISTORY FOR THIS PREGNANCY 
(Check all that apply) 


33. OBSTETRIC PROCEDURES 
(Check all that apply) 


Anemia (Hct. < 30/Hgb. < 10)... Amniocentesis ................ VesmiuerenacentOlel Anencephalus 010 
Cardiac disease ............... Electronic fetal monitoring.................. .020 | Spina bifida/Meningocele ‘ 020 
Acute or chronic lung disease . Induction of labor....... roe +-+.....030 | Hydrocephalus 030 
Diabetes are Stimulation of labor..... -040 | Microcephalus ...... 040 
Genital herpes ..... Tocolysis .050 | Other central nervous system anomalies 
Hydramniea/Oligohydramnios Ultrasound 
Hemoglobinopathy .. None...... (Spacily) 05.0 
Hypertension, chronic . A Other (Specify) 070 Heart malformations 060 
Hypertension, pregnancy-: -associated : Other circulatory/respiratory anomalies 
eclampalalz stasusnesits 34. EVENTS OF LABOR AND/OR DELIVERY (SOOGHY) sa oases ay Sue 077 
Incompetent Carvin ssn. .:. (Check all that apply) 
Previous infant 400d] grams . Pply, Rectal atresia/stonosis 08 IJ 
Previous preterm or small-for-gestational- Febrile (> 100° F. or 38°C.) ...... 3 010 | Tracheo-esophageal fistula/Esophageal 
age infant nade 130 | Meconium, moderate/heavy 74020 atresia ; oo 
Renal disease oe 140 Premature rupture of membrane ( > 12 hours) ..030 Omphalocele/Gastroschisis 100 
Rh sensitization... Sueeuciiensesesvesanueacte cect obel Abruptio placenta......... sauaeadieavand 040 Other gastrointestinal anomalies 
Uterine kateb: wees heeeer saci dbaveacastrne 160 | Placenta previa ....... ‘ ....050 ia 
ty} 1 
None ..... pemenese fans .....000 | Other excessive bleeding . : .0660 (Spacity) = 8 
Other (Specity). 170 | Seizures during labor : 070 | Malformed genitalia 120 
Precipitous labor (<3 hours) 080 | Renal agenesis 130 
31b. ADDITIONAL HISTORY FOR THIS PREGNANCY la alate 20 hours) : a3 3 Other urogenital anomalios 
a2 aieenta sees 40 
(Complete ait items) Breech/Malpresentation itt ans 110 (Specily) = 4 
Tobacco use during pregnancy YesO NoO | Cephalopelvic disproportion F 120 | Cleft lip/palate 150 
Average number cigarettes per day = Cord prolapse ...... : s 130 Polydacty!y/Syndactyly/Adactyly 160 
Alcohol use during pregnancy ........ Yes NoO | Anesthetic complications . -..140 | Club foot 170 
Average number of drinks per week Fetal distress ............ : -.150 | Diaphragmatic hernia 180 
Weight gained during pregnancy ________Ibs. INON@ i ctesccscitiveccc en = sane eae t ree eei OU tal Other musculoskeletal/integumental anomalies 
n 
Other (Specily) 160 (Specify) 190 
32 METHOD OF DELIVERY (Check all that apply) Bawa'sisyadiane ; 200 
Vaginal ........ 010 Other chromosomal anomalies 
Vaginal birth ater | previous C-section +020 1 
Primary C-section . Peer (Specily) 210 
Repeat C-section ...... None , 000 
Forceps...... ae Other (Specity) 220 


Vacuum. 25% 
Hysterotomy/Hysterectomy ...... 


eg q 


ym patie tm tags 


— —— cae [ Pad 
| Cn (A aoa! » 
a a a | 


Abortion Fraction 


Abortion Rate 
Age 


Age-standardized 
Abortion Rate 


Clinic 


Education 
Fertility Rate 
Fetal Death 


Gestation 


Induced Abortion 


Live Birth 


Living Children 


Married 


Not Married 


Occurrence 
Pregnancy Rate 


Previous Abortions 
Race 


Residence 


APPENDIX D 
DEFINITIONS 


The number of induced abortions per 1,000 reported pregnancies (live births + fetal deaths of 20 
or more weeks gestation + induced abortions). 


The number of induced abortions per 1,000 females of specified age. 
Age at last birthday. 


The abortion rate calculated by applying the state’s rate within 5-year age groups to the July 1980 
N.C. female population in those same age groups. A rate is standardized to control for differences 
in age distribution over time or between population groups. 


A freestanding facility, neither physically attached to nor operated by a licensed hospital, for the 
performance of abortions. 


The number of years of schooling completed. 
The number of live births per 1,000 females of specified age. 


Death prior to the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of human 
conception, irrespective of the duration of pregnancy, as indicated by the fact that after such 
expulsion or extraction the fetus does not breathe or show any evidence of life, such as beating 
of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite movement of voluntary muscles (definition 
adopted by World Health Organization in 1950). 


Weeks of pregnancy as computed from date of last menstrual period. 


The purposeful interruption of pregnancy with the intention other than to produce a live born infant 
or to remove a dead fetus and which does not result in a live birth. 


The complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of conception, irrespective of 
the duration of pregnancy, which, after separation, breathes or shows any other evidence of life, 
such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or any definite movement of voluntary 
muscles, whether or not the umbilical cord has been cut or the placenta is attached (definition 
adopted by World Health Organization in 1950). 


The number of children still living at the time of this event. 

Includes women living with a husband and those who are separated but not legally divorced. In 
the case of live births and fetal deaths, the term also includes mothers who have been legally 
divorced 280 or fewer days. 

Includes women who are widowed or divorced and those who have never married. In the case of 
live births and fetal deaths, widowed or divorced includes only mothers who have been widowed 
or legally divorced for more than 280 days. 

The facility, county, region, or state in which the event occurred. 


The number of pregnancies per 1,000 females of specified age. 


The number of previous induced abortions the abortee has had. The current procedure is not 
included. 


Two broad categories, “white” and “nonwhite,” are used. “Nonwhite” is predominantly Black 
(90%) in North Carolina. 


The usual county, region, or state of residence of the pregnant woman. 
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